CHAPTER ONE :  BACKGROUND
PAST GLORY
FRANCE was the first country on the European
continent to do away with her king and her
landlords and to give freedom to her citizens.
For half a century the French Revolution
kept marching on: the history of Europe was
shaped by the struggle between the ideas of
1789 and the old autocracies. During a cen-
tury France was the champion of a new order,
its standard-bearer, its model and its pride.
Through many a political reverse, yet in
an unbroken line of progress, France reached,
towards the end of the igth century, the
heights of bourgeois liberal civilisation. This
was the land where men were free and women
wont to be loved. Here one found the freest
minds, strong in reason and in wit, yet sub-
mitting to Vesprit des lois. Here lived the
greatest artists of their time, and from all
parts of the world would-be geniuses flocked
to the City of Light to share in the glories of
Montmartre and Montparnasse. For more
than two generations Paris was the Mecca of
art and cultured taste. Its manners and its